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English The Scarlet Letter Study Guide Answers Decoding the Scarlet Letter A DataDriven Look
at Study Guides and Effective Learning Nathaniel Hawthornes The Scarlet Letter continues to
captivate readers centuries after its publication Its exploration of sin guilt and redemption remains
powerfully relevant making it a staple in high school and college literature courses Consequently
the demand for effective Scarlet Letter study guides is consistently high This piece delves into the
world of these study guides analyzing their effectiveness exploring industry trends and offering
insights for students seeking a deeper understanding of this complex novel The Rise of the Digital
Study Guide The study guide market has undergone a significant transformation Gone are the
days of solely relying on bulky textbooks and printed materials Today the digital landscape
dominates with online platforms interactive apps and ebooks providing a plethora of resources
Data from Statista shows a consistent yearonyear growth in the online education market fueled
by accessibility and personalized learning experiences This trend reflects a shift towards
engaging and interactive learning methods catering to diverse learning styles A 2023 study by the
National Center for Education Statistics showed a significant increase in student usage of online
resources with study guides being among the most frequently accessed Beyond Simple Answers
The Value of Critical Analysis While many search for English The Scarlet Letter study guide
answers a simple answer key isnt the ultimate goal True understanding comes from critical
analysis and engagement with the text Effective study guides move beyond providing mere plot
summaries and delve into Character Analysis Exploring the complexities of Hester Prynne Arthur
Dimmesdale and Roger Chillingworth going beyond surfacelevel descriptions to analyze their
motivations internal conflicts and transformations Thematic Exploration Examining the novels
central themes sin guilt revenge redemption and societal hypocrisy through close reading and
textual evidence A strong study guide will facilitate discussions on the relevance of these themes
to contemporary society Historical Context Understanding the Puritan society of 17thcentury
Boston is crucial for grasping the novels nuances A good study guide will provide historical
context and its 2 influence on the characters and plot Literary Devices Analyzing Hawthornes
masterful use of symbolism the scarlet letter itself the forest Pearl allegory and foreshadowing
enhances comprehension and appreciation Case Study The Impact of Interactive Study Guides A
recent study conducted by the University of California Berkeley compared the effectiveness of
traditional study guides with interactive digital versions The results demonstrated that students
using interactive guides featuring quizzes flashcards and multimedia content showed significantly
higher comprehension and retention rates This highlights the potential of technology to enhance
learning and make the study process more engaging Expert Opinion The key to effective learning
isnt memorizing answers but developing critical thinking skills states Dr Emily Carter Professor of
English Literature at Stanford University Study guides should act as tools to facilitate deeper
engagement with the text not as substitutes for critical analysis Beyond the Textbook
Incorporating Diverse Perspectives Modern study guides are increasingly incorporating diverse

perspectives and interpretations This includes analyzing the novel through feminist postcolonial or
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psychological lenses fostering a richer and more nuanced understanding The inclusion of diverse
voices and interpretations encourages critical thinking and challenges traditional viewpoints The
Future of Study Guides The future of study guides is likely to be characterized by Artificial
Intelligence Integration Alpowered tools can provide personalized feedback adaptive learning
paths and even generate customized study plans based on individual learning styles Gamification
Incorporating game mechanics and challenges can make the learning process more engaging
and rewarding Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality Immersive technologies offer the potential
to transport students to 17thcentury Boston bringing the novels setting to life Call to Action Dont
just search for English The Scarlet Letter study guide answers Instead seek out study guides that
prioritize critical thinking offer interactive features and incorporate diverse 3 perspectives
Embrace the opportunity to engage with this powerful novel on a deeper level fostering a love of
literature and sharpening your critical thinking skills 5 ThoughtProvoking FAQs 1 How can |
distinguish between a good and a bad study guide for The Scarlet Letter Look for guides that
emphasize critical analysis over rote memorization offer diverse interpretations and include
interactive elements Avoid guides that simply provide answers without explanation or context 2
What are the most important themes in The Scarlet Letter that | should focus on Sin guilt
redemption societal hypocrisy and the nature of identity are all crucial themes to explore 3 How
can | use a study guide effectively without simply relying on its answers Use the guide as a
springboard for your own analysis and research Test your understanding by formulating your own
interpretations and comparing them to the guides suggestions 4 How does the historical context
of Puritanism influence the novels meaning Understanding Puritan beliefs about sin punishment
and societal control is essential for interpreting the characters actions and motivations 5 Can
studying The Scarlet Letter improve my critical thinking skills Absolutely Analyzing the
complexities of the characters themes and symbolism requires careful reading and critical

engagement significantly improving analytical and interpretive skills
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this prestwick house literary touchstone edition includes a glossary and reader s notes to help the
modern reader contend with hawthorne s complex approach to the human condition arguably
nathaniel hawthorne s most famous novel the scarlet letter probes the very root of the age old
question what is good can there be redemption in a society where the only good is the avoidance
of sin through the characters of the beautiful and independent hester prynne the pious yet guilt
ridden reverend arthur dimmesdale and the vengeance obsessed roger chillingworth hawthorne
explores the range of human response to sin and the deadly consequences of the inability to
forgive oneself and others in the scarlet letter hawthorne peers into the shadows of the soul to
reveal the doubt fear and guilt that try as we might to deny them form the foundations of our

existence

this is a story of love sin guilt and redemption played out against the stark background of puritan

new england

in the puritan atmosphere of colonial new england hester prynne is forced to wear a scarlet a for
adultery for giving birth to an illegitimate daughter the child s father the minister arthur
dimmesdale knows peace only after he has been shamed into confessing hester however
acknowledging no sin cannot find such peace here is a masterful account of religious and sexual

oppression hypocrisy and intrigue by one of the giants of american fiction

in the puritan atmosphere of colonial new england hester prynne is forced to wear a scarlet a for
adultery for giving birth to an illegitimate daughter the child s father the minister arthur
dimmesdale knows peace only after he has been shamed into confessing hester however
acknowledging no sin cannot find such peace here is a masterful account of religious and sexual

oppression hypocrisy and intrigue by one of the giants of american fiction

critical essays accompany the story of puritan life and the workings of the conscience on the

human heart

written in an easy to read accessible style by teachers with years of classroom experience
masterwork studies are guides to the literary works most frequently studied in high school
presenting ideas that spark imaginations these books help students to gain background
knowledge on great literature useful for papers and exams the goal of each study is to encourage
creative thinking by presenting engaging information about each work and its author this
approach allows students to arrive at sound analyses of their own based on in depth studies of
popular literature each volume illuminates themes and concepts of a classic text uses clear

conversational language is an accessible manageable length from 140 to 170 pages includes a
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chronology of the author s life and era provides an overview of the historical context offers a
summary of its critical reception lists primary and secondary sources and index copyright libri

gmbh all rights reserved

a stark and allegorical tale of adultery guilt and social repression in puritan new england the
scarlet letter is a foundational work of american literature nathaniel hawthorne s exploration of the
dichotomy between the public and private self internal passion and external convention gives us
the unforgettable hester prynne who discovers strength in the face of ostracism and emerges as
a heroine ahead of her time as kathryn harrison points out in her introduction hester is the herald
of the modern american heroine a mother of such strength and stature that she towers over her

progeny much as she does the citizens of salem

the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne is a real classic you should grab it and read it to
experience it yourself here s a simple plot to the scarlet letter in puritan boston massachusetts a
crowd gathers to witness the punishment of hester prynne a young woman who has given birth to
a baby of unknown parentage she is required to wear a scarlet a on her dress when she is in
front of the townspeople to shame her the letter a stands for adulteress although this is never
said explicitly in the novel her sentence required her to stand on the scaffold for three hours
exposed to public humiliation and to wear the scarlet a for the rest of her life as hester
approaches the scaffold many of the women in the crowd are angered by her beauty and quiet
dignity when demanded and cajoled to name the father of her child hester refuses as hester looks
out over the crowd she notices a small misshapen man and recognizes him as her long lost
husband who has been presumed lost at sea when the husband sees hester s shame he asks a
man in the crowd about her and is told the story of his wife s adultery he angrily exclaims that the
child s father the partner in the adulterous act should also be punished and vows to find the man
he chooses a new name roger chillingworth to aid him in his plan the reverend john wilson and
the minister of hester s church arthur dimmesdale question the woman but she refuses to name
her lover after she returns to her prison cell the jailer brings in roger chillingworth a physician to
calm hester and her child with his roots and herbs he and hester have an open conversation
regarding their marriage and the fact that they were both in the wrong her lover however is
another matter and he demands to know who it is hester refuses to divulge such information he
accepts this stating that he will find out anyway and forces her to hide that he is her husband if
she ever reveals him he warns her he will destroy the child s father hester agrees to chillingworth
s terms although she suspects she will regret it following her release from prison hester settles in
a cottage at the edge of town and earns a meager living with her needlework which is of
extraordinary quality she lives a quiet somber life with her daughter pearl and performs acts of
charity for the poor she is troubled by her daughter s unusual fascination with hester s scarlet a
the shunning of hester also extends to pearl who has no playmates or friends except her mother
as she grows older pearl becomes capricious and unruly her conduct starts rumors and not
surprisingly the church members suggest pearl be taken away from hester hester hearing rumors
that she may lose pearl goes to speak to governor bellingham with him are ministers wilson and
dimmesdale hester appeals to dimmesdale in desperation and the minister persuades the

governor to let pearl remain in hester s care because dimmesdale s health has begun to fail the
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townspeople are happy to have chillingworth a newly arrived physician take up lodgings with their
beloved minister being in such close contact with dimmesdale chillingworth begins to suspect that
the minister s illness is the result of some unconfessed guilt he applies psychological pressure to
the minister because he suspects dimmesdale is pearl s father one evening pulling the sleeping
dimmesdale s vestment aside chillingworth sees a symbol that represents his shame on the
minister s pale chest tormented by his guilty conscience dimmesdale goes to the square where
hester was punished years earlier climbing the scaffold he admits his guilt but cannot find the

courage to do so publicly the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne
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the minister s illness is the result of some unconfessed guilt he applies psychological pressure to
the minister because he suspects dimmesdale is pearl s father one evening pulling the sleeping
dimmesdale s vestment aside chillingworth sees a symbol that represents his shame on the
minister s pale chest tormented by his guilty conscience dimmesdale goes to the square where
hester was punished years earlier climbing the scaffold he admits his guilt but cannot find the

courage to do so publicly the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne

the scarlet letter opens with a long preamble about how the book came to be written the
nameless narrator was the surveyor of the customhouse in salem massachusetts in the
customhouse s attic he discovered a number of documents among them a manuscript that was
bundled with a scarlet gold embroidered patch of cloth in the shape of an a the manuscript the
work of a past surveyor detailed events that occurred some two hundred years before the
narrator s time when the narrator lost his customs post he decided to write a fictional account of
the events recorded in the manuscript the scarlet letter is the final product the story begins in
seventeenth century boston then a puritan settlement a young woman hester prynne is led from
the town prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and the scarlet letter a on her breast a
man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that hester is being punished for adultery hester s
husband a scholar much older than she is sent her ahead to america but he never arrived in
boston the consensus is that he has been lost at sea while waiting for her husband hester has
apparently had an affair as she has given birth to a child she will not reveal her lover s identity
however and the scarlet letter along with her public shaming is her punishment for her sin and her
secrecy on this day hester is led to the town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers but she

again refuses to identify her child s father

the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne is a real classic you should grab it and read it to
experience it yourself here s a simple plot to the scarlet letter in puritan boston massachusetts a
crowd gathers to witness the punishment of hester prynne a young woman who has given birth to
a baby of unknown parentage she is required to wear a scarlet a on her dress when she is in
front of the townspeople to shame her the letter a stands for adulteress although this is never
said explicitly in the novel her sentence required her to stand on the scaffold for three hours
exposed to public humiliation and to wear the scarlet a for the rest of her life as hester
approaches the scaffold many of the women in the crowd are angered by her beauty and quiet
dignity when demanded and cajoled to name the father of her child hester refuses as hester looks
out over the crowd she notices a small misshapen man and recognizes him as her long lost
husband who has been presumed lost at sea when the husband sees hester s shame he asks a
man in the crowd about her and is told the story of his wife s adultery he angrily exclaims that the
child s father the partner in the adulterous act should also be punished and vows to find the man
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the minister of hester s church arthur dimmesdale question the woman but she refuses to name
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another matter and he demands to know who it is hester refuses to divulge such information he
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accepts this stating that he will find out anyway and forces her to hide that he is her husband if
she ever reveals him he warns her he will destroy the child s father hester agrees to chillingworth
s terms although she suspects she will regret it following her release from prison hester settles in
a cottage at the edge of town and earns a meager living with her needlework which is of
extraordinary quality she lives a quiet somber life with her daughter pearl and performs acts of
charity for the poor she is troubled by her daughter s unusual fascination with hester s scarlet a
the shunning of hester also extends to pearl who has no playmates or friends except her mother
as she grows older pearl becomes capricious and unruly her conduct starts rumors and not
surprisingly the church members suggest pearl be taken away from hester hester hearing rumors
that she may lose pearl goes to speak to governor bellingham with him are ministers wilson and
dimmesdale hester appeals to dimmesdale in desperation and the minister persuades the
governor to let pearl remain in hester s care because dimmesdale s health has begun to fail the
townspeople are happy to have chillingworth a newly arrived physician take up lodgings with their
beloved minister being in such close contact with dimmesdale chillingworth begins to suspect that
the minister s illness is the result of some unconfessed guilt he applies psychological pressure to
the minister because he suspects dimmesdale is pearl s father one evening pulling the sleeping
dimmesdale s vestment aside chillingworth sees a symbol that represents his shame on the
minister s pale chest tormented by his guilty conscience dimmesdale goes to the square where
hester was punished years earlier climbing the scaffold he admits his guilt but cannot find the

courage to do so publicly the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne

the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne is a real classic you should grab it and read it to
experience it yourself here s a simple plot to the scarlet letter in puritan boston massachusetts a
crowd gathers to witness the punishment of hester prynne a young woman who has given birth to
a baby of unknown parentage she is required to wear a scarlet a on her dress when she is in
front of the townspeople to shame her the letter a stands for adulteress although this is never
said explicitly in the novel her sentence required her to stand on the scaffold for three hours
exposed to public humiliation and to wear the scarlet a for the rest of her life as hester
approaches the scaffold many of the women in the crowd are angered by her beauty and quiet
dignity when demanded and cajoled to name the father of her child hester refuses as hester looks
out over the crowd she notices a small misshapen man and recognizes him as her long lost
husband who has been presumed lost at sea when the husband sees hester s shame he asks a
man in the crowd about her and is told the story of his wife s adultery he angrily exclaims that the
child s father the partner in the adulterous act should also be punished and vows to find the man
he chooses a new name roger chillingworth to aid him in his plan the reverend john wilson and
the minister of hester s church arthur dimmesdale question the woman but she refuses to name
her lover after she returns to her prison cell the jailer brings in roger chillingworth a physician to
calm hester and her child with his roots and herbs he and hester have an open conversation
regarding their marriage and the fact that they were both in the wrong her lover however is
another matter and he demands to know who it is hester refuses to divulge such information he
accepts this stating that he will find out anyway and forces her to hide that he is her husband if

she ever reveals him he warns her he will destroy the child s father hester agrees to chillingworth
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s terms although she suspects she will regret it following her release from prison hester settles in
a cottage at the edge of town and earns a meager living with her needlework which is of
extraordinary quality she lives a quiet somber life with her daughter pearl and performs acts of
charity for the poor she is troubled by her daughter s unusual fascination with hester s scarlet a
the shunning of hester also extends to pearl who has no playmates or friends except her mother
as she grows older pearl becomes capricious and unruly her conduct starts rumors and not
surprisingly the church members suggest pearl be taken away from hester hester hearing rumors
that she may lose pearl goes to speak to governor bellingham with him are ministers wilson and
dimmesdale hester appeals to dimmesdale in desperation and the minister persuades the
governor to let pearl remain in hester s care because dimmesdale s health has begun to fail the
townspeople are happy to have chillingworth a newly arrived physician take up lodgings with their
beloved minister being in such close contact with dimmesdale chillingworth begins to suspect that
the minister s illness is the result of some unconfessed guilt he applies psychological pressure to
the minister because he suspects dimmesdale is pearl s father one evening pulling the sleeping
dimmesdale s vestment aside chillingworth sees a symbol that represents his shame on the
minister s pale chest tormented by his guilty conscience dimmesdale goes to the square where
hester was punished years earlier climbing the scaffold he admits his guilt but cannot find the

courage to do so publicly the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne

the scarlet letter opens with a long preamble about how the book came to be written the
nameless narrator was the surveyor of the customhouse in salem massachusetts in the
customhouse s attic he discovered a number of documents among them a manuscript that was
bundled with a scarlet gold embroidered patch of cloth in the shape of an a the manuscript the
work of a past surveyor detailed events that occurred some two hundred years before the
narrator s time when the narrator lost his customs post he decided to write a fictional account of
the events recorded in the manuscript the scarlet letter is the final product the story begins in
seventeenth century boston then a puritan settlement a young woman hester prynne is led from
the town prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and the scarlet letter a on her breast a
man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that hester is being punished for adultery hester s
husband a scholar much older than she is sent her ahead to america but he never arrived in
boston the consensus is that he has been lost at sea while waiting for her husband hester has
apparently had an affair as she has given birth to a child she will not reveal her lover s identity
however and the scarlet letter along with her public shaming is her punishment for her sin and her
secrecy on this day hester is led to the town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers but she
again refuses to identify her child s father the elderly onlooker is hester s missing husband who is
now practicing medicine and calling himself roger chillingworth he settles in boston intent on
revenge he reveals his true identity to no one but hester whom he has sworn to secrecy several
years pass hester supports herself by working as a seamstress and pearl grows into a willful
impish child shunned by the community they live in a small cottage on the outskirts of boston
community officials attempt to take pearl away from hester but with the help of arthur dimmesdale
a young and eloquent minister the mother and daughter manage to stay together dimmesdale

however appears to be wasting away and suffers from mysterious heart trouble seemingly caused
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by psychological distress chillingworth attaches himself to the ailing minister and eventually
moves in with him so that he can provide his patient with round the clock care chillingworth also
suspects that there may be a connection between the minister s torments and hester s secret and
he begins to test dimmesdale to see what he can learn one afternoon while the minister sleeps
chillingworth discovers a mark on the man s breast the details of which are kept from the reader
which convinces him that his suspicions are correct dimmesdale s psychological anguish
deepens and he invents new tortures for himself in the meantime hester s charitable deeds and
quiet humility have earned her a reprieve from the scorn of the community one night when pearl
is about seven years old she and her mother are returning home from a visit to a deathbed when
they encounter dimmesdale atop the town scaffold trying to punish himself for his sins hester and
pearl join him and the three link hands dimmesdale refuses pearl s request that he acknowledge
her publicly the next day and a meteor marks a dull red a in the night sky hester can see that the

minister s condition is worsening and she resolves to intervene

the scarlet letter is a profound exploration of sin guilt and redemption set against the rigid puritan
society of 17th century new england nathaniel hawthorne uses the story of hester prynne who
bears the public shame of an adulterous affair through the symbolic scarlet a to critique the harsh
moral judgments and hypocrisy of the time through the characters of hester reverend dimmesdale
and roger chillingworth the novel examines the destructive power of secret guilt and the societal
pressures that can drive individuals to despair or redemption since its publication the scarlet letter
has been recognized for its deep psychological insights and its portrayal of a woman s struggle to
maintain dignity in the face of ostracism the novel s exploration of the complexities of sin
punishment and forgiveness has resonated across generations inspiring countless adaptations in
film theater and literature hester prynne in particular has become an enduring symbol of

resilience challenging conventional notions of female morality and societal judgment

the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorneset in the harsh puritan community of seventeenth
century boston this tale of an adulterous entanglement that results in an illegitimate birth reveals
nathaniel hawthorne s concerns with the tension between the public and the private selves
publicly disgraced and ostracized hester prynne draws on her inner strength and certainty of spirit
to emerge as the first true heroine of american fiction arthur dimmesdale trapped by the rules of

society stands as a classic study of a self divided

the scarlet letter a romance is an 1850 work of fiction in a historical setting written by nathaniel
hawthorne and is considered to be his best work the story begins in seventeenth century salem
massachusetts then a puritan settlement a young woman hester prynne is led from the town
prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and the scarlet letter a on her breast the scarlet
letter a represents the act of adultery that she has committed it is to be a symbol of her sin for all
to see she will not reveal her lover s identity however and the scarlet letter along with her public

shaming is her punishment for her sin and her secrecy

the scarlet letter opens with a long preamble about how the book came to be written the

nameless narrator was the surveyor of the customhouse in salem massachusetts in the
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customhouse s attic he discovered a number of documents among them a manuscript that was
bundled with a scarlet gold embroidered patch of cloth in the shape of an a the manuscript the
work of a past surveyor detailed events that occurred some two hundred years before the
narrator s time when the narrator lost his customs post he decided to write a fictional account of
the events recorded in the manuscript the scarlet letter is the final product the story begins in
seventeenth century boston then a puritan settlement a young woman hester prynne is led from
the town prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and the scarlet letter a on her breast a
man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that hester is being punished for adultery hester s
husband a scholar much older than she is sent her ahead to america but he never arrived in
boston the consensus is that he has been lost at sea while waiting for her husband hester has
apparently had an affair as she has given birth to a child she will not reveal her lover s identity
however and the scarlet letter along with her public shaming is her punishment for her sin and her
secrecy on this day hester is led to the town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers but she
again refuses to identify her child s father the elderly onlooker is hester s missing husband who is
now practicing medicine and calling himself roger chillingworth he settles in boston intent on
revenge he reveals his true identity to no one but hester whom he has sworn to secrecy several
years pass hester supports herself by working as a seamstress and pearl grows into a willful
impish child shunned by the community they live in a small cottage on the outskirts of boston
community officials attempt to take pearl away from hester but with the help of arthur dimmesdale
a young and eloquent minister the mother and daughter manage to stay together dimmesdale
however appears to be wasting away and suffers from mysterious heart trouble seemingly caused
by psychological distress chillingworth attaches himself to the ailing minister and eventually
moves in with him so that he can provide his patient with round the clock care chillingworth also
suspects that there may be a connection between the minister s torments and hester s secret and
he begins to test dimmesdale to see what he can learn one afternoon while the minister sleeps
chillingworth discovers a mark on the man s breast the details of which are kept from the reader
which convinces him that his suspicions are correct dimmesdale s psychological anguish
deepens and he invents new tortures for himself in the meantime hester s charitable deeds and
quiet humility have earned her a reprieve from the scorn of the community one night when pearl
is about seven years old she and her mother are returning home from a visit to a deathbed when
they encounter dimmesdale atop the town scaffold trying to punish himself for his sins hester and
pearl join him and the three link hands dimmesdale refuses pearl s request that he acknowledge
her publicly the next day and a meteor marks a dull red a in the night sky hester can see that the
minister s condition is worsening and she resolves to intervene she goes to chillingworth and

asks him to stop adding to dimmesdale s self torment chillingworth refuses

the scarlet letter opens with a long preamble about how the book came to be written the
nameless narrator was the surveyor of the customhouse in salem massachusetts in the
customhouse s attic he discovered a number of documents among them a manuscript that was
bundled with a scarlet gold embroidered patch of cloth in the shape of an a the manuscript the
work of a past surveyor detailed events that occurred some two hundred years before the

narrator s time when the narrator lost his customs post he decided to write a fictional account of
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the events recorded in the manuscript the scarlet letter is the final product the story begins in
seventeenth century boston then a puritan settlement a young woman hester prynne is led from
the town prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and the scarlet letter a on her breast a
man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that hester is being punished for adultery hester s
husband a scholar much older than she is sent her ahead to america but he never arrived in
boston the consensus is that he has been lost at sea while waiting for her husband hester has
apparently had an affair as she has given birth to a child she will not reveal her lover s identity
however and the scarlet letter along with her public shaming is her punishment for her sin and her
secrecy on this day hester is led to the town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers but she
again refuses to identify her child s father the elderly onlooker is hester s missing husband who is
now practicing medicine and calling himself roger chillingworth he settles in boston intent on
revenge he reveals his true identity to no one but hester whom he has sworn to secrecy several
years pass hester supports herself by working as a seamstress and pearl grows into a willful
impish child shunned by the community they live in a small cottage on the outskirts of boston
community officials attempt to take pearl away from hester but with the help of arthur dimmesdale
a young and eloquent minister the mother and daughter manage to stay together dimmesdale
however appears to be wasting away and suffers from mysterious heart trouble seemingly caused
by psychological distress chillingworth attaches himself to the ailing minister and eventually
moves in with him so that he can provide his patient with round the clock care chillingworth also
suspects that there may be a connection between the minister s torments and hester s secret and
he begins to test dimmesdale to see what he can learn one afternoon while the minister sleeps
chillingworth discovers a mark on the man s breast the details of which are kept from the reader
which convinces him that his suspicions are correct dimmesdale s psychological anguish
deepens and he invents new tortures for himself in the meantime hester s charitable deeds and
quiet humility have earned her a reprieve from the scorn of the community one night when pearl
is about seven years old she and her mother are returning home from a visit to a deathbed when
they encounter dimmesdale atop the town scaffold trying to punish himself for his sins hester and
pearl join him and the three link hands dimmesdale refuses pearl s request that he acknowledge
her publicly the next day and a meteor marks a dull red a in the night sky hester can see that the
minister s condition is worsening and she resolves to intervene she goes to chillingworth and

asks him to stop adding to dimmesdale s self torment chillingworth refuses

the scarlet letter by nathaniel hawthorne the novel is set in a town in puritan new england the
main character is hester prynne a young woman who has had a child out of wedlock hester thinks
she is a widow but her husband roger chillingworth arrives in new england alive and hides his
identity he finds his wife forced to wear the scarlet letter a on her dress as punishment for her
adultery after hester refuses to name her lover chillingworth becomes obsessed with finding her
identity when she learns that the man in question is arthur dimmesdale a holy young minister who
is the leader of those who exhorts her to name the boy s father chillingworth proceeds to torment
him run over by guilt dimmesdale grows sicker and sicker hester herself reveals herself to be a
self sufficient heroine who never truly regrets committing adultery with the minister she feels that

her act was consecrated by their deep love for each other although initially despised over time
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her compassion and dignity silence many of her critics in the end chillingworth is morally
degraded for his monomaniac quest for revenge dimmesdale is shattered by his own guilt and
publicly confesses his adultery before dying in hester s arms only hester can face the future with
courage as she prepares to start a new life with her daughter pearl in europe years later hester
returns to new england where she continues to wear the scarlet letter after her death she is
buried alongside dimmesdale and their joint headstone is inscribed on a field sable the letter a

gules

the scarlet letter nathaniel hawthorne 1804 1864 the scarlet letter a romance is an 1850 work of
fiction in a historical setting written by nathaniel hawthorne and is considered to be his best work
the story begins in seventeenth century salem massachusetts then a puritan settlement a young
woman hester prynne is led from the town prison with her infant daughter pearl in her arms and
the scarlet letter a on her breast the scarlet letter a represents the act of adultery that she has
committed it is to be a symbol of her sin for all to see she will not reveal her lover s identity
however and the scarlet letter along with her public shaming is her punishment for her sin and her

secrecy a 19th century classics literature edition
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